
The Cultural 
Commons 
Gardens

The Cultural Commons is a gift to the people of Stevens 
Point from our donors and supporters in the hope that as 
a community we continue to find common ground in our 
differences and strength in our multicultural heritage and 
outreach.



Collaboration

• The Cultural Commons is a 
collaboration, begun in 2013, 
of four groups:

• The Russian Sister City   
Project

• The Polish Sister City

• The Nicaragua Partner City

• The Rotary Club of Stevens 
Point



Peace through friendship and understanding:
Stevens Point reaching out with people-to-people relationships for over 30 years.



The Russian Sister City was begun in 1983 during the Cold War. 
People-to-people exchanges were begun in education, medicine, and the arts. Here Mayor Wiza is welcoming in 2015 an Open 
World group, funded through the US Library of Congress and focused on the environment, the fourth such visit since 2008.  
Among the visitors was Mayor Konstantin, the high school principal of the Gymnasium, and the director of utilities in Rostov.
In 2017 Mayor Wiza and his wife led an exchange visit to Rostov Veliky with Maia Reck Johnson of the Sister City Project, Ron 
and Donna Zimmerman, and Joel Lemke.



Educational exchanges have taken place between Rostov Veliky and Stevens Point 
since the early 1990s. In 2019 Sara Neuwirth went to Rostov Veliky in June to teach 
English conversation classes in Rostov Veliky, and on September 15 Leonid arrived in 
Stevens Point, greeted by his host family, to begin a semester of study at SPASH.



Stevens Point –
Gulcz, Poland;
Annual 
celebration of 
Dozynki Harvest 
Festival here.



Dedication of plaque honoring the Polish 
American Army, September 14, 2019. 



Nicaragua Partner City
Artist Johnny Garcia at the Cultural Commons with members of the board of 
the Wisconsin - Nicaragua Partners of the Americas. Johnny is here to design 
a sculpture representing Esteli, Nicaragua called “Diamond of the Segovias.”
September 21, 2019.



Nicaraguan artist, 
Alberto Guttierrez’s gift 
to the Cultural Commons



Getting the stone from the 
village to Stevens Point…



The stone arrives!



Rotary Club of 
Stevens Point 
celebrating 100 years!





Aaron Kadoch, project 
architect



Site Dedication, May 2017
Rotary Club of Stevens Point



Wisconsin Nicaragua Partners of the Americas



Polish Sister City, 
Gulcz, Poland



Sister City Project, Rostov Veliky, Russia



Ground Breaking, 
May 2, 2018 



Construction begins, fall 2018



Center 
Circle



November 2018

Things starting to take shape
in the Nicaraguan section…



in the Russian section…



in the Polish section…



Work resumes in the spring and summer -
outer stone walls, pergolas and bridge



Main entrance to the gardens – welcome!













Interpretive Walking Tour,
August 19, 2019











On-site planning - Jim Anderson, project manager, 
Dan Kremer, City Parks Director, Aaron Kadoch, 
architect, Dave Sether, reviDESIGN

August 20, 2019













A Work in Progress Several projects remain 
to be completed.





























More planting to be 
done in spring 2020 –
any green thumbs?!



Russian 
garden plans



Polish 
gardens



Nicaragua 
gardens



Major Donors                 Construction Partners

Delta Dental of Wisconsin
Skyward, Inc.
The Worth Company

Robert Bowen
Community Foundation of Central Wisconsin
Reggie Lemke
Marshfield Clinic Health System
Rotary Club of Stevens Point
Stevens Point Area Convention and Visitors Bureau

*      Project Architect:  Aaron Kadoch, AIA

• Project General Contractor: Ellis Stone Construction Company

• Civil Engineering: Rettler Corporation

• Landscape Contractor: revi DESIGN

• Materials: Alchemy Concrete, Inc. 

• Chet Biadasz

• County Materials Corporation 

• Firkus Masonry

• Haertel Monuments

• Stone Innovations

• Wausau Tile                 

• Menominee Consultant: Michael Hoffman

• Printing: DigiCOPY

• Spectra Print

• Security Fence

• Thrivent Financial

We are extremely grateful for the in-kind support from many of these companies.



Thank you to all our 
donors and supporters!

While all funding for the Cultural Commons was raised 
through donations from individuals, businesses and 
organizations, the City of Stevens Point has supported 
our project since we began our planning in 2013.

• Mayor Mike Wiza
• Stevens Point City Council
• City Planning, Michael Ostrowski
• City Parks Committee
• Stevens Point Parks Commission
• Director of Parks and Recreation, Dan Kremer
• Retired Parks Director, Tom Schrader

This is your 
garden…we 
welcome your 
continued  
involvement!

www.spculturalcommons.com

http://www.spculturalcommons.com/
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